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We  are creating the future 

together, every single day. And it’s 

wonderfully bright. 

“Oh my gosh, are you serious? That’s amazing! Thank 

you so much! Holy cow!” -Jeffco Middle School Principal 
 

The mission of the Outdoor Lab Foundation is to inspire 

community support and advocate for the Outdoor Lab 

program. Advocating at the program’s heart includes 

supporting local Jefferson County schools. This year, the 

Foundation sought student tuition support from outside 

funders at an inspiring pace. On Monday, April 15,  

$60,000 was delivered in the form of a surprise. Many 

principals and administrators had emotional reactions. 
 

This year was an especially important year to show our 

schools support- it’s the first full year many sixth grade 

students in Jefferson County were housed in the middle 

schools instead of elementary schools. This meant the 

middle schools were challenged to support students’ 

Outdoor Lab tuition for the first time. 
 

The Outdoor Lab Foundation is proud to support local 

schools through with tuition assistance. Because of YOU, 

local schools felt more supported than ever this year.  

The Outdoor Lab Foundation 

Hand-Delivers over $60,000 to 

Local Schools 
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Dear Outdoor Lab Supporters, Champions, Alumni and Family, 
 

 

Thank you. When I look back at this last fiscal year, and my past several years with the organization, I am 

humbled.  
 

My name is Paige and I was named the Deputy Executive Director of the Outdoor Lab Foundation in 

January 2019. Previously holding various marketing roles in the Foundation over the past two years, it was 

a true honor to be put at the helm of the organization. I am a product of Jefferson County Public Schools, 

attending Outdoor Lab as a sixth grade student with Prospect Valley Elementary. I graduated from Wheat 

Ridge High School and obtained a bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Media Communication from 

Colorado State University. My entrepreneurial spirit has been able to thrive at the Outdoor Lab 

Foundation and I cannot wait to carry that spirit with me in this new role. 
 

Looking back at accomplishments the Outdoor Lab Foundation has achieved and soared through, it truly 

is BECAUSE OF YOU and the village of champions that surrounds this program. Between awarding our 

first-ever high school leader scholarship, celebrating our biggest After Dark and giving over $400,000 back 

to local schools to support Outdoor Lab student tuition for F/R lunch families, I am in awe.  
 

Next year we look forward to continuing the lifelong trail Outdoor Lab leaves behind. We plan to cover 

half of all Jefferson County student’s tuition who cannot afford to attend Outdoor Lab, raising and 

providing $450,000 in Outdoor Lab tuition support. We challenge ourselves to give two more incredible, 

deserving, high school students a scholarship to use so they can continue on to higher education. We 

aspire to advocate on behalf of the Outdoor Lab schools in ways we never have before, finding sustainable 

strategic partnerships, not only in the community, but the country.  
 

Outdoor Lab needs our supporters, champions, alumni and family as we continue the sixth grade 

transition into our middle schools. Advocating on behalf of this program ensures the lifelong trail Outdoor 

Lab has left in Jefferson County continues for all students. Thank you for what you do every day for this 

program. Let’s advocate like we never have before this year.  

 

See you on the trail, 

 

 

 

Paige Brophy 

 

Envisioning the Future with Paige Brophy, 

Deputy Executive Director 



 

 

 

2018-2019 Volunteers & Supporters 

We rely heavily on the support of our volunteers, who help with administrative work, doing tasks 

outside like building trails and planning events. Volunteers are the lifeblood to this program. 

Shauna Agard 

Sara Altman 

Kelyn Anker 

Blake Armitage 

Richard Armitage 

Elysabeth Ashe 

Maggie Bilger 

Chris Blakeslee 

Tarah Blazek 

Jason Dewar 

Taage Dressel-Martin 

Monica Dubois 

Ava Esposito 

Barbara Fuller 

Kristen Gentry 

Beth Henderson 

Dylan Hess 

Tyler Houston 

Jolee Jones 

Blanche Kapushion 

Ben Kusnetzky 

Jennifer Lick 

Bella Liffick 

Emily May 

Kacey Mellentine 

Katie Metzger 

Hailey Olson 

Grant O’Shea 

Gregory Over 

Abby Page 

Samantha Ripley 

Mary Scheppers 

Sue Shugard 

Jennie Siebenmorgen 

Evan Siebenmorgen 

Paige Sparkman 

Sandi Stocker 

Matthew Thomas 

Kristine Turner 

Janice Weimer 

Jonathan Weimer 

Katie Winner 
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Financial Overview 

2018-2019 Assets 
Unrestricted                                                   

Restricted                               

Endowments (Permanent Reserve)           

TOTAL                                                           

2018-2019 Income 
Income                                                          

Savings used for greenhouse                  

2018-2019 Expenses 
Local school support/ site support         

Fundraising                                                  

General & Administration                        

TOTAL                             

“On Monday, I wanted to go home. Now I want to 

stay forever!” -2019 Sixth Grade Student 

$ 402,939.21 

$ 414,531.76 

$ 32,778.41 

$850,249.38 

$ 836,504.14 

$ 74,355.49 

$ 693,660.94 

$ 186,281.00 

$ 30,917.70 

$ 910,859.64 
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“ Outdoor Lab is a place 
where you find out 

who you really are” 
   -Student, 2019 
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WE ARE 
Champions of experiential outdoor learning as a base for  

stewardship of oneself, others and the environment. 
 

WE BELIEVE  
Outdoor Lab creates the path of lifelong learning.  
      

OUR MISSION 
Inspire community support and advocate for the Outdoor Lab 

Schools. 
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Outdoor Lab 
Is a week-long residential experiential learning program that every sixth 

grade student in Jeffco attends in the Colorado wilderness. This 63-year 

old program has over 385,000 alumni and impacts 7,000 Jefferson  

County students each year.  

The Outdoor Lab Foundation 
Supports the Outdoor Lab Schools through advocacy, financial support 

and strategic projects, making the schools a leading national program 

that begins a lifetime of learning on the trails. 

About Outdoor Lab 

 

 

Ways to Make a Difference for Outdoor Lab 

Colorado Gives Day 
 

Each December, Coloradans join in a 
shared goal to come together and 
strengthen the community by helping 
power non-profits. Community First 
Foundation and FirstBank partner to 
make this day rewarding for givers, non-
profits and the community as a whole. 
 

This year’s impact was ASTOUNDING. 
On Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 172      
donors gave over $30,000 to the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation, joining the extraordinary 
movement of philanthropy of  in the state 
of Colorado. What made the difference 
this year? Twenty four percent of          
returning donors INCREASED their     
donation. This year’s funds continued 
advocacy in the community for the      
Outdoor Lab, supporting the program at 
its heart.  
 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday,        
December 10 to give back to Outdoor Lab 
on Colorado’s favorite giving day. Are 
you ready to join the movement? We can’t 
do it without YOU! 

Monthly Giving 
 

What can $5 a month do? Common answer: probably nothing. Our answer: ALWAYS something. We have 
raised $1,000 + this year thanks to the generosity of our $5 club members. Will you be a part of the movement 
to double it next year? $5 Club members receive discounts on events while having a sense of community 
around them as they are giving to Outdoor Lab. How many times a month do you spend $5 on something 
with so much impact? Next time you do, think of Outdoor Lab! Join the movement and make your mark in the 
$5 Club today!   

Spirit Wear 
 

Formally known as our gear program,  
Outdoor Lab Spirit Wear continues to be 
an extremely popular program for sixth 
grade families AND our high school   
leaders. Outdoor Lab spirit wear, worn 
by students, teachers, leaders and       
families, creates community awareness 
and support for Outdoor Lab.  
 
The ball cap was the latest and greatest 
addition this year, being popular both 
among students and adults. This year, the 
Outdoor Lab Foundation is excited to roll 
out a refreshed spirit wear design. Our 
spirit wear is only available as a gift with 
your donation. We had a very successful 
year, raising over $35,000. 
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Greetings from the Outdoor Labs!  
 
 

          As the snow finally melts and another school year comes to an end, we would like to take the 

opportunity to reflect on successes and growth, as well as what the future looks like for the  

Outdoor Lab program. There have been many changes to the program from new staff to many new 

middle schools, but sixth grade students continue to have the opportunity to spend a whole week 

at Outdoor Lab. 
 

          One of the greatest accomplishments for the program has been the collaboration between 

both sites to create the same experience for students at Mt. Evans and Windy Peak. Our work  

towards making this happen included staff from both sites attending an outdoor education  

conference in New Hampshire this past February. While it may not seem appealing to travel to the 

far Northeast that time of year, the learning and bonding within the program far outweighed the 

risk of frost bite we faced. Both sites also meet regularly within the boundaries of our own beautiful 

state to discuss and plan our vision for One Program: Two Sites. This is ever important as we  

experience the transition of Outdoor Lab from elementary to middle schools. 
 

          While at certain times challenging, the transition from elementary to middle schools overall 

was highly successful. This was evident in the positive, and for many students, life-changing  

impact we witnessed in ~6,000 sixth grade students. We were also impressed with the adaptability 

of middle school teachers and administrators. Their support and eagerness to join the Outdoor Lab 

world is abundant and the new relationships created with our middle schools are exciting! 
 

          As we look forward, there are many things we would love to share about the future of the  

program, but for the sake of room on this page, we will share just a couple. A big change to our 

program is the addition of a new position- the Outdoor Lab High School Leader Coordinator. Jason 

Dewar joins our team and will lead the charge in recruiting and retaining high school leaders.  

Historically, the Outdoor Lab program has struggled to recruit and retain leaders, which are  

essential for supervision and instruction of sixth grade students. This new position for us will truly 

take the program to a new level of excellence and ensure we are fully staffed and ready for every 

sixth grade student that steps off the yellow buses each week. 
 

          We also have the greenhouses at each site fully constructed and ready to be used. While  

curriculum is still in progress, there is plenty of excitement and possibilities that surround the 

greenhouses. We plan to have these fully functioning next school year. We cannot be more  

thankful to all that donated money, time and effort to making this happen. 
 

          To close, it has been a busy but wonderful year at Outdoor Lab. We are forever grateful for 

everyone’s continued support. As we tell sixth grade students each week, nobody can do a week 

at Outdoor Lab alone, and this is true for us as well. We wish you all a fantastic summer! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Ryan Bazz & Robb Gneiser 

A Note from the  
Outdoor Lab School Principals 
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Outdoor Lab Foundation Leaders 

Staff 

Emily Kelly 
Administrative Coordinator 

Paige Brophy 
Deputy Executive Director 

Alex  
Campbell 

Vice President,  
Enduring  
Resources 

Michelle  
Winzent 

Co-Owner, 
Merkl’s  

Automotive  

Rod Wagner 
Partner, 

City Street  
Investors 

Josh Timon 
West Coast  

Channel  
Manager, 
RiskSense 

 

Barry Wiebe 
Founder and  

President, Avout 

Ritch  
Graham 

Marketing/
Athletics 

Mary Runkel 
    Marketing & Development  

Associate 

Board of Directors 

Brandon  
Friedman 

Assistant Vice 
President, First 

Bank 

Owen  
Barwell  

CFO,  
National  

Renewable  
Energy Lab 

Jens Jensen             
Litigation    
Attorney,  

Welborn Sulli-
van Meck & 
Tooley, P.C.  

Kathy Weiss 
Retired Jeffco  

Principal 

 

Robb Gneiser 
Windy Peak 
Outdoor Lab 

Principal 

Ryan Bazz  
Mount Evans  
Outdoor Lab  

Principal 

Guy  
Nahmiach     
Real Estate  

Broker, Nostalgic 
Homes 
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 Legacy Society 
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40 

2018-2019  

By the Numbers 

48 

On  March 16, 2019, the Outdoor Lab Foundation  
welcomed 17 new Legacy Society members during an 
evening of fun at the American Mountaineering       
Museum in Golden. 
 

The Outdoor Lab Legacy Society is an extraordinary 
group of philanthropists and volunteers committed to 
ensuring that Outdoor Lab’s excellence in education 
and experiential learning continues for many future 
generations. They lead the “because of you” legacy in 
our community with bravery and passion.  
 

Legacy Society members include all those who provide  
support for the program through ongoing donations, 
planned giving (bequests, charitable remainder trusts 
and other life income gifts) and through their extensive  
volunteerism with the program. These members have 
been selected for being our strongest supporters in at 
least TWO of the categories of time, talent and treasure. 
 

The “because of you” legacy makes The Outdoor Lab 
Foundation proud, and each year it is made possible by 
YOU. Thank you for continuing to support the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation Legacy Society and thank you to our 

incredible Legacy Society members. The following 
individuals were inducted into the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation Legacy Society this year: 
 

Jeff and Holly Brekke 

Vivian Burrows 

Scott Charter 

Ken and Jill Fellman 

Jason and Felicia Guerrero 

Ryan Lucas 

Hank and Roberta Nieto 

Jennifer and Marcus Pennell 

Jim and Marilyn Prichard 

Brian Sipes 

Rod Wagner 

 

Jefferson County Schools   

elementary and middle schools! 

867 
High School Leaders  

who taught... 

Interns led and inspired... 

5,558 

 
Sixth Grade Students who 

learned a priceless lesson 

of stewardship, who came 

from... 
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 2018-2019 Supporters: Thank You 

Thomas Abbott 
Sarah Adler 

William Albrect 
Deann Alderman 

Carolyn Alexander 
Daniel Allen 
Leslie Allen 

Carson Allen 
Jennifer Anderson 
Jeremy Anderson 

Kelyn Anker 
David Aparicio 

Richard & Janette Armitage 
Blake Armitage 
Daniel  Aronson 

Laura Asbell 
Joan Ball 

Michelle Barnes 
Quinn Barry 

Owen & Brooks Barwell 
William Battaglin 

Jessica Bauer 
Kirsten Becker 
Eddie Becker 

Diane Bergeron 
Jason Bergey 

Bridgette Bergin 
Mike Bieda 

Laura Billups 
Chris & Sue Blakeslee 

Sally Blanchard 
Johnna Bland 

Suzanne Blankenship 
Tarah Blazek 
Alison Bodor 

Ed Bohn 
Emmie Bouma 
Bartele Bouma 
Cynthia Boyce 
Robert Brackett 
Kate Bramblett 
Mark Branch 
Mary Brandl 
John Brandt 

Tom & Susan Bratschun 
Jeff & Holly Brekke 

Jean Bretzlauf 
Dewey Bridge 
Kelly Jo Briggs 
Jon Bromfield 
Paige Brophy 

Martha Brophy 
Wanda S. Bundy 

Jennifer Burtis 
Paul Bustos 

Zulema Bustos 
Tricia Calandra 
Alex Campbell 

Caryn Capriccioso 
James Carr 

Shelly Catterson 
Scott Cazier 

Beau & Shayne Chadwick 
Ruth Chapin 

Patricia Cockerill 
Ian Colle 

Suzanne Collings 
Josh Cooley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Coppock 
Jay Couch & Cindy D'Amario  

Karen Cravens 
Kathryn Crisler 
Rebecca Crozier 
Alyssa Cuchiara 
Jake Cummins 

Kathleen Curnow 
Penelope Currier 

Susan Cuthbert-Peck 
Mandy D'Ambrosia 

Patti Danford 
Tierney Danio 
Mary Danos 
Tim Davis 

Brian Davis 
Emily Davis 

Amy Day 
Karen Day 

Michele DeAndrea-  
Austin 

Denise Delgado 
Lee DeRose 

Donna Deteau 
Jo Dewar 

Jason & Jennifer Dewar 
Matt Diehl 

Mary Ann Dimand 
Todd & Jennifer Donati 
Jane & Bobby Donovan 

Roger Dowd 
Kathleen Doyle 

Taage Dressel-Martin 
Scott & Amy Dressel-Martin 

Patricia Dunsmore 
Sherrie Durfey 

Rob & Heidi Eadie 
Sara Eberl 

Ben Eisenberg 
Todd English 

Russell Erickson 
Jose Escobar 

Jared Escobar 
Dana Eskow 
Debra Estell 
Carol Fabbri 

Nancy Fanning 
Janet Farrar 

Ken & Jill Fellman 
Kim Fickes 

Barbara Fischer 
Brenda Fletcher 
Jane Fluekiger 
Danielle Flynn 

Katherine Foote 
Brenda Freeburn 
Jennifer Freeman 

Brandon Friedman 
Bradley & Laurie  

Friedman 
Gabriel Friedman 

Anita Fritz 
Barb Fuller 

Susan Gadpaille 
Maria Garcia 
Dalia Garcia 

Ignacia Genco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Parrino George 
Mark Geris 

Kayla Ginde 
Karen Girard 

Dr. Jason & Sarah Glass 
Robb & Kari Gneiser 

Richard Goben 
Jane Goff 

Ann Goldman 
Jeff Gomez 

Veronica Goodrich 
Bradley and Laura Gordon 

Kathleen Gorove 
Ritch & Chelsea Graham 

Linda Graham 
Linda Grey 

Ginny Grimes 
Cindy Grubenhoff 

Maribel Guerrerc Ortiz  
Guerrerc Ortiz 

Jason & Felicia Guerrero 
Summer Guerrina 

Gregg Hadges 
Terry Hagen 

Jeremy Hakes 
Timothy Haley 

Shannon Hancock 
Dave Harris 

Melissa Heiter 
Marcus Hicks 

Judith Hill 
Paul & Maureen Hofmann 

Laura Hollingsworth 
Kent Holliway 
David Holmes 
Matt Holmes 
Kevin Hood 

Nancy Hopkins 
Terry & Peggy Horton 

Keith Houghton 
Tyler Houston 
Lisa Hughes 
Amy Hume 

Christina Hursta 
Linda Ives 

Sondra Jackson Kellogg 
Kristi James 

Liberty Janson 
Christine Jaworsky 

Jens Jensen 
Mark Johnson 
Janet Johnson 
Eric Johnson 
Stacey Jones 

Marilyn Jones 
Nannette Jones 

David Jones 
Jaimie Jones 
Jolee Jones 

Nicole Joseph 
John Kahler 

Kate Kalstein 
Carl Kantner 

Blanche Kapushion 
Anjanette Keller 
Sondra Kellogg 

Emily Kelly 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy Kempster 
Amanda Kiel 

Jennifer Kirksey 
Jennifer Larsen 
Allison Lausten 
Koda Lawhorn 
Paige LeBlanc 

Debbie Lee 
Lois Leidich-Ross 

Tod Ley 
Adam Ley 

Bruce Lindsey 
John Litz 

Jennifer Livingston 
Ryan & Kelly Lucas 

Rafe Maestas 
Teresa Maguire 

Kim Mangle 
Jan Marquardt 

M Martinez Gomez 
Paige Maslow 
Peter Mason 

Dan & Michelle May 
Ruby Mayeda 
James McCabe 

Gillian McCarron 
Kelli Mcclure 

Zach McFarland 
Jeff McHenry  

Marilyn McMahon 
Harold & BJ Meadows 

Brittany Meglich 
Kristen Meier 
Sharon Metz 
Kent Micho 
Blair Miller 
Dana Miller 
Deb Miller 

Ashley Misiewicz 
Sheryl Mitchell 
Dean Moissakis 

Erin Moore 
James Moore 
Sheryl Murie 

Melissa Murphy 
Dave Muscianisi 
Michelle Myers 
Marlo Naumer 

Leonard Nelson 
Kari Newell 

David Newell 
Guy Nahmiach & Jane 

Newman 
Vince Nicoletti 
Roberta Nieto 

Carolyn Norblom 
Jennifer Noyes 
Sarah Ocasek 

Victoria Okeson 
Hailey Olson 

Catherine Olson 
Laurel Ostberg 

Steve Otto 
Jamie Overberg 
Caroline Owens 
Daniel  Palese 

Mike Pate 
Marcus & Jennifer Pennell 

 

Betty Perko 
Palmer Peterson 
Helen Peterson 

Joy Petitclerc 
Donald Petro 

Steven Phillips 
Linnea Pierson 
Joe Pierzchala 
Pete Pittman 
Roger Pool 
Cassy Poole 

Christina Powell 
Harold Pratt 

Jim & Marilyn Prichard 
Bill Pritchard 

Robert Proctor 
Daryll Propp 

B. Quaas 
Douglas Rankin 

Ann Rawson 
Mark Reinig 

Nancy Reisher 
Kyle & Traci Remley 
Jennifer Richardson 

Jennie Ridgley 
Mandy Rigg 

Bo & Tressa Riley 
Jenifer Ritzke 
Barbara Robb 

Sterling Robinson 
Michael Rockwell 

Ruth Rodgers 
Scott & Victoria  

Rommel 
Kimberly Rosene 

Judith Ross 
Jolene Runkel 
Rebecca Russo 
Ann Rutkofsky 

Heather Rutledge 
Kristina Sand 

Laurie Sanderson-Walcott 
Tawnya Sawyer 

Dan & Mary Scheppers 
Michelle Schiffbauer 

Cheri Schively 
Jurgen Schlieman 
Sandra Schmitzer 

Lisa Schrag 
Catherine Schramm 

Andrea Schulz 
Tom & Cheri Seeton 

Rebecca Sheagley 
Theresa Shelton 

Gerald Shin 
Sue Shucard 

Kelli Shuter Cessna 
Phyllis Sjogren 

Walt Slade 
Kathleen Sloan 

Anne Smith 
Jim Smith 

Daniel Snare 
Anthony & Bonnie Snelling 

Keith Snyder 
Glenn Snyder 
Heidi Snyder 

 
 
 
 
 

Christine Soto 
Holly Sprackling 

Nichole Srott 
Edwin & Mary  

Steinbrecher 
Barbara Steveson 
Maureen Stigall 

Claire Stigall 
Ian Stone 

Tamara Story 
Patricia Strong 

Meaghan Sullivan 
Christopher Sullivan 

Lorraine Sullivan 
Phil Sweeney 

Roxanne Swobada 
Amy Terry 

Christopher Thiry 
Matthew Thomas 

Josh & Kacey Timon 
Candace Tomlinson 

Gail Town 
Joyce Trivett  
Judy Turner 
Lorrie Tyner 

Valerie Valdez 
Teresa Van 

Danielle Varda 
Tim Vialpando 
Amber Vincent 
Dennis Wager 

Rod & Kim Wagner 
Pat Wall 

Matt Walsh 
Jamie Walter 

Tammy Weatherly 
Thomas Weber 

Jonathan Weimer 
Bret Weimer 

Tammy Weiser 
Robert & Kathy Weiss 

Cheryl Werner 
Abigail Whetstone 

Ben & Sarah Whitney 
Barry & Sharon Wiebe 

Sheryl Wight 
Kelly Wilhelm 

Catherine Wilkens 
Jennifer Wilkinson 

Julie Williams 
Shirley Williams 

Steven Williamson 
Beverly Wilson 

Richard & Kathryn  
Winner 

Tara Winward 
Shelby Winzent 

Rick & Michelle Winzent 
Derek Winzent 

Linda Wood 
Marilyn Wood 
Annette Wright 
Francie Wyatt 
Ivan Yanasak 

Marsha Young 
Kathleen Zachman 

Doug & Amy Ziegler 
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2018-2019 Lab Cards Program 

$6,561 
Average donation each school 

received 

2,355 
K-5 families enrolled in the 

Lab Card Program for the  

2018-19 school year 

The 2018/2019 School  Year: 
 

1,679 participating sixth grade families. 

 

Average donation per sixth grade student was 

$187.59 to go toward student tuition. 

 

48 Schools Participated: 

 

5 schools received donations of  

$20,000 + 

 

7 schools received donations between  

$10,000-20,000 

 

6 schools received donations between  

$5,000-10,000 

 

13 schools received donations between  

$1,000-5,000 

 

1,679  
Sixth grade students aided 

48 
Jefferson County Schools 

participated in the Lab Card  

Program 

 
A huge THANK YOU to King Soopers and 

Safeway for their continued support through our 

Lab Cards Program. The program finished 

strong this year with a total of $321,686 donated 

to local Jeffco schools for Outdoor Lab student 

tuition. Since 2011, the Foundation has helped 

schools and families raise $2,868,984 through the 

Lab Card Program- in donations from King 

Soopers and Safeway- to support our families. 

We are thrilled to continue this program in 

partnership with our local middle schools.  

   $2.6M 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO KING 

SOOPERS FOR A TOTAL OF 

DONATED OVER EIGHT YEARS 
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Corporations & Community  
Business Sponsors 

8z Real Estate 

Alameda High School- Class of 1998 

Arvada Chamber of Commerce 

Avid4 Adventure 

Brannan Sand and Gravel Co. 

Breakthru Beverage 

Chapman Orthodontics 

City Street Investors 

Colliers International 

Community Shares of Colorado  

Enduring Resources 

Highlands Sport and Spine 

FirstBank 

For the Win Communications 

Groove Auto 

Jeffco Public Schools 

Kattera 

KD Kanopy 

Kiwanis Club of Golden K. Foothills 

King Soopers 

Kiwanis Club of Columbine 

 

 

 

Kiwanis Club of Arvada-Jefferson 

Lowry Beer Garden 

Leopold Brothers Distillery 

Merkl’s Automotive 

National Renewable Energy Lab 

Oskar Blues Brewery 

Pinnacol Assurance 

Powder 7 

Red Point Financial Group 

Rotary Club of Arvada 

Safeway and Albertsons- Denver Divison 

Shamrock Foods 

Sipes Architects 

Shell Oil Company Foundation 

Tocabe 

The New Neighbors Club 

Weifield Group Contracting 

Welborn, Sullivan, Meck & Tooley P.C. 

Xcel Energy 

Zupkus & Angell, P.C. Attorneys at Law 

 

 

Grants Received 2018-2019 

Sarah Adler 

Richard & Janette 

Armitage 

Tarah Blazek 

Kate Bramblett 

Wanda S. Bundy 

Brandon Friedman 

Anita Fritz 

Susan Gadpaille 

 

A special thank you to our monthly givers who contributed significantly in 2018-2019: 

Ritch & Chelsea 

Graham 

Shannon Hancock 

Marcus Hicks 

Keith Houghton 

Tyler Houston 

Christina Hustra 

Mark Johnson 

Emily Kelly 

 

 

 

Debbie Lee 

Erin Moore 

Leonard Nelson 

Hailey Olson 

Linnea Pierson 

Robert Proctor 

Jolene Runkel 

Sandra Schmitzer 

 

Anne Smith 

Bonnie Snelling 

Patricia Strong 

Thomas P. Weber 

Bob & Kathy Weiss 

Abigail Whetstone 

Jennifer Wilkinson 

Beverly Wilson 

 

City of Golden 

City of Lakewood 

City of Wheat Ridge 

Community First Foundation 

Golden Civic Foundation 

IREA 

KPMG LLP 

Lockheed Martin 

The Dawn Foods Foundation 

Virginia W. Hill Foundation 

Westminster Legacy Foundation 

Walmart, Westminster 
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The Outdoor Lab Foundation, with guidance from the 

Youth Advisory Board, offered two inaugural High 

School Leader Scholarships, with two $2,000 awards. 

Launched in December 2018, eligible Jefferson County 

students who had been a high school leader more than 

once for the Jefferson County Outdoor Lab program 

were given the opportunity to apply. The scholarships 

were open to students seeking admission to any private 

or public vocational training program, college or  

university. 
 

The High School Leader Scholarship committee selected 

Jessie Levesque-Etling of Conifer High School and 

Grace McDonald of Columbine High School as this 

year’s inaugural awardees.  
 

Levesque-Etling will be pursuing her higher education 

career at Metropolitan State University and was an  

intern at Mount Evans Outdoor Lab. Levesque-Etling 

says, “When I received the call that I got the scholarship, 

I was at a loss for words. It took a lot of pressure off my 

shoulders when it comes to paying for college next year. 

Also, it was a great feeling knowing I put my heart into 

the program, but that the program also gives back so 

much to both sixth grade and high school students.” 

 

McDonald will be attending Colorado Mesa University, 

and was a high school leader three times at Outdoor 

Lab. She says, “I am extremely honored to get this  

opportunity. My friends and family are so proud of me. 

Outdoor Lab has impacted my life greatly, and I am 

blessed that it will help with my college career.” 

 

 

Inaugural High School  

Leader Scholarships 

 

Ryan is a Colorado native and a product of Jeffco 

Public Schools. He grew up in Lakewood where he 

attended schools in the Green Mountain articulation 

area. He first fell in love with the Outdoor Lab world 

as a sixth grade student when he spent a week at 

Windy Peak. He began working for Jeffco when he 

was 16 years old for the School Age Enrichment  

program.  
 

Ryan attended Metropolitan State University and 

earned his Bachelor’s degree in environmental science 

with an emphasis in secondary education. From there, 

Ryan began his teaching career as a seventh grade 

science teacher at Carmody Middle School before 

completing his Master’s degree in School Administra-

tion from Regis University.  
 

Ryan worked as an assistant principal for the four 

years before joining the Outdoor Lab program as 

Principal at Mt. Evans. He’s married to another Jeffco 

educator and they have one child and two pugs. Ryan 

enjoys the great outdoors, coffee and the Rockies…

both the mountain range and the baseball team. 

Meet Ryan Bazz,  

Mount Evans’ New Principal 
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Open House | 9.15.18 
Windy Peak Outdoor Lab & Mount Evans Outdoor Lab 

 

A favorite day of the year, the 2018 Open House event held at both Windy 

Peak and Mount Evans, thrilled all community members in attendance. This 

year, NREL joined us at Mount Evans Outdoor Lab for a hands-on solar 

powered experiment center. Each year, Open House provides the opportunity 

for sixth grade students and families to visit the site before their student 

embarks on their Outdoor Lab adventure. Complete with sample classes, site 

tours and a BBQ on the deck, students and parents leave the day feeling 

excited for the Outdoor Lab journey ahead. 

 

*Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 14, 2019  
to join us this year. 

After Dark | 9.29.18 
Denver, CO 

 

For the past five years, After Dark has provided the perfect opportunity for 

our community to come together in celebration of a true gem in Jeffco: 

Outdoor Lab. Each year, After Dark has grown and the continued adoration 

for this program leaves us speechless. This year’s event was no exception. The 

energy we experienced was incredible. It was amazing to have the room filled 

with so much love, support and enthusiasm for Outdoor Lab. Because of YOU 

we officially had our biggest year yet! Thanks to your contributions, we were 

able to surpass last year’s numbers and raise more than $145,000 for our 

beloved program. Thank you, Lowry Beer Garden and Tocabe for providing 

delicious food as guests rocked out to Original Recipe and Stereo Clone.  

 

*Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 12  to join us at 
this much-anticipated event.  

Colfax Kiwanis Club holds 
Fundraiser for Outdoor Lab! | 5.4.19 

Golden, CO 
 
 

The Colfax Kiwanis group raised $1,000 for Outdoor Lab through an awesome 

community event held at Holiday Lanes in Lakewood. Through partnership 

with the Outdoor Lab Foundation, the Kiwanis group hosted over 40 bowlers 

in support. Family fun, strikes and even gutter balls created an extremely 

successful day for the Outdoor Lab program. A big thank you to the West 

Colfax Kiwanis group for making such an impact on the Outdoor Lab 

program. Community organizations like yours make this program thrive! 

Event Highlights 
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blessed that it will help with my college career.” 

 

 

Inaugural High School  

Leader Scholarships 
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successful day for the Outdoor Lab program. A big thank you to the West 

Colfax Kiwanis group for making such an impact on the Outdoor Lab 
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2018-2019 Lab Cards Program 

$6,561 
Average donation each school 

received 

2,355 
K-5 families enrolled in the 

Lab Card Program for the  

2018-19 school year 

The 2018/2019 School  Year: 
 

1,679 participating sixth grade families. 

 

Average donation per sixth grade student was 

$187.59 to go toward student tuition. 

 

48 Schools Participated: 

 

5 schools received donations of  

$20,000 + 

 

7 schools received donations between  

$10,000-20,000 

 

6 schools received donations between  

$5,000-10,000 

 

13 schools received donations between  

$1,000-5,000 

 

1,679  
Sixth grade students aided 

48 
Jefferson County Schools 

participated in the Lab Card  

Program 

 
A huge THANK YOU to King Soopers and 

Safeway for their continued support through our 

Lab Cards Program. The program finished 

strong this year with a total of $321,686 donated 

to local Jeffco schools for Outdoor Lab student 

tuition. Since 2011, the Foundation has helped 

schools and families raise $2,868,984 through the 

Lab Card Program- in donations from King 

Soopers and Safeway- to support our families. 

We are thrilled to continue this program in 

partnership with our local middle schools.  

   $2.6M 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO KING 

SOOPERS FOR A TOTAL OF 

DONATED OVER EIGHT YEARS 
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Corporations & Community  
Business Sponsors 

8z Real Estate 

Alameda High School- Class of 1998 

Arvada Chamber of Commerce 

Avid4 Adventure 

Brannan Sand and Gravel Co. 

Breakthru Beverage 

Chapman Orthodontics 

City Street Investors 

Colliers International 

Community Shares of Colorado  

Enduring Resources 

Highlands Sport and Spine 

FirstBank 

For the Win Communications 

Groove Auto 

Jeffco Public Schools 

Kattera 

KD Kanopy 

Kiwanis Club of Golden K. Foothills 

King Soopers 

Kiwanis Club of Columbine 

 

 

 

Kiwanis Club of Arvada-Jefferson 

Lowry Beer Garden 

Leopold Brothers Distillery 

Merkl’s Automotive 

National Renewable Energy Lab 

Oskar Blues Brewery 

Pinnacol Assurance 

Powder 7 

Red Point Financial Group 

Rotary Club of Arvada 

Safeway and Albertsons- Denver Divison 

Shamrock Foods 

Sipes Architects 

Shell Oil Company Foundation 

Tocabe 

The New Neighbors Club 

Weifield Group Contracting 

Welborn, Sullivan, Meck & Tooley P.C. 

Xcel Energy 

Zupkus & Angell, P.C. Attorneys at Law 

 

 

Grants Received 2018-2019 

Sarah Adler 

Richard & Janette 

Armitage 

Tarah Blazek 

Kate Bramblett 

Wanda S. Bundy 

Brandon Friedman 

Anita Fritz 

Susan Gadpaille 

 

A special thank you to our monthly givers who contributed significantly in 2018-2019: 

Ritch & Chelsea 

Graham 

Shannon Hancock 

Marcus Hicks 

Keith Houghton 

Tyler Houston 

Christina Hustra 

Mark Johnson 

Emily Kelly 

 

 

 

Debbie Lee 

Erin Moore 

Leonard Nelson 

Hailey Olson 

Linnea Pierson 

Robert Proctor 

Jolene Runkel 

Sandra Schmitzer 

 

Anne Smith 

Bonnie Snelling 

Patricia Strong 

Thomas P. Weber 

Bob & Kathy Weiss 

Abigail Whetstone 

Jennifer Wilkinson 

Beverly Wilson 

 

City of Golden 

City of Lakewood 

City of Wheat Ridge 

Community First Foundation 

Golden Civic Foundation 

IREA 

KPMG LLP 

Lockheed Martin 

The Dawn Foods Foundation 

Virginia W. Hill Foundation 

Westminster Legacy Foundation 

Walmart, Westminster 
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 Legacy Society 
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40 

2018-2019  

By the Numbers 

48 

On  March 16, 2019, the Outdoor Lab Foundation  
welcomed 17 new Legacy Society members during an 
evening of fun at the American Mountaineering       
Museum in Golden. 
 

The Outdoor Lab Legacy Society is an extraordinary 
group of philanthropists and volunteers committed to 
ensuring that Outdoor Lab’s excellence in education 
and experiential learning continues for many future 
generations. They lead the “because of you” legacy in 
our community with bravery and passion.  
 

Legacy Society members include all those who provide  
support for the program through ongoing donations, 
planned giving (bequests, charitable remainder trusts 
and other life income gifts) and through their extensive  
volunteerism with the program. These members have 
been selected for being our strongest supporters in at 
least TWO of the categories of time, talent and treasure. 
 

The “because of you” legacy makes The Outdoor Lab 
Foundation proud, and each year it is made possible by 
YOU. Thank you for continuing to support the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation Legacy Society and thank you to our 

incredible Legacy Society members. The following 
individuals were inducted into the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation Legacy Society this year: 
 

Jeff and Holly Brekke 

Vivian Burrows 

Scott Charter 

Ken and Jill Fellman 

Jason and Felicia Guerrero 

Ryan Lucas 

Hank and Roberta Nieto 

Jennifer and Marcus Pennell 

Jim and Marilyn Prichard 

Brian Sipes 

Rod Wagner 

 

Jefferson County Schools   

elementary and middle schools! 

867 
High School Leaders  

who taught... 

Interns led and inspired... 

5,558 

 
Sixth Grade Students who 

learned a priceless lesson 

of stewardship, who came 

from... 
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 2018-2019 Supporters: Thank You 

Thomas Abbott 
Sarah Adler 

William Albrect 
Deann Alderman 

Carolyn Alexander 
Daniel Allen 
Leslie Allen 

Carson Allen 
Jennifer Anderson 
Jeremy Anderson 

Kelyn Anker 
David Aparicio 

Richard & Janette Armitage 
Blake Armitage 
Daniel  Aronson 

Laura Asbell 
Joan Ball 

Michelle Barnes 
Quinn Barry 

Owen & Brooks Barwell 
William Battaglin 

Jessica Bauer 
Kirsten Becker 
Eddie Becker 

Diane Bergeron 
Jason Bergey 

Bridgette Bergin 
Mike Bieda 

Laura Billups 
Chris & Sue Blakeslee 

Sally Blanchard 
Johnna Bland 

Suzanne Blankenship 
Tarah Blazek 
Alison Bodor 

Ed Bohn 
Emmie Bouma 
Bartele Bouma 
Cynthia Boyce 
Robert Brackett 
Kate Bramblett 
Mark Branch 
Mary Brandl 
John Brandt 

Tom & Susan Bratschun 
Jeff & Holly Brekke 

Jean Bretzlauf 
Dewey Bridge 
Kelly Jo Briggs 
Jon Bromfield 
Paige Brophy 

Martha Brophy 
Wanda S. Bundy 

Jennifer Burtis 
Paul Bustos 

Zulema Bustos 
Tricia Calandra 
Alex Campbell 

Caryn Capriccioso 
James Carr 

Shelly Catterson 
Scott Cazier 

Beau & Shayne Chadwick 
Ruth Chapin 

Patricia Cockerill 
Ian Colle 

Suzanne Collings 
Josh Cooley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Coppock 
Jay Couch & Cindy D'Amario  

Karen Cravens 
Kathryn Crisler 
Rebecca Crozier 
Alyssa Cuchiara 
Jake Cummins 

Kathleen Curnow 
Penelope Currier 

Susan Cuthbert-Peck 
Mandy D'Ambrosia 

Patti Danford 
Tierney Danio 
Mary Danos 
Tim Davis 

Brian Davis 
Emily Davis 

Amy Day 
Karen Day 

Michele DeAndrea-  
Austin 

Denise Delgado 
Lee DeRose 

Donna Deteau 
Jo Dewar 

Jason & Jennifer Dewar 
Matt Diehl 

Mary Ann Dimand 
Todd & Jennifer Donati 
Jane & Bobby Donovan 

Roger Dowd 
Kathleen Doyle 

Taage Dressel-Martin 
Scott & Amy Dressel-Martin 

Patricia Dunsmore 
Sherrie Durfey 

Rob & Heidi Eadie 
Sara Eberl 

Ben Eisenberg 
Todd English 

Russell Erickson 
Jose Escobar 

Jared Escobar 
Dana Eskow 
Debra Estell 
Carol Fabbri 

Nancy Fanning 
Janet Farrar 

Ken & Jill Fellman 
Kim Fickes 

Barbara Fischer 
Brenda Fletcher 
Jane Fluekiger 
Danielle Flynn 

Katherine Foote 
Brenda Freeburn 
Jennifer Freeman 

Brandon Friedman 
Bradley & Laurie  

Friedman 
Gabriel Friedman 

Anita Fritz 
Barb Fuller 

Susan Gadpaille 
Maria Garcia 
Dalia Garcia 

Ignacia Genco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Parrino George 
Mark Geris 

Kayla Ginde 
Karen Girard 

Dr. Jason & Sarah Glass 
Robb & Kari Gneiser 

Richard Goben 
Jane Goff 

Ann Goldman 
Jeff Gomez 

Veronica Goodrich 
Bradley and Laura Gordon 

Kathleen Gorove 
Ritch & Chelsea Graham 

Linda Graham 
Linda Grey 

Ginny Grimes 
Cindy Grubenhoff 

Maribel Guerrerc Ortiz  
Guerrerc Ortiz 

Jason & Felicia Guerrero 
Summer Guerrina 

Gregg Hadges 
Terry Hagen 

Jeremy Hakes 
Timothy Haley 

Shannon Hancock 
Dave Harris 

Melissa Heiter 
Marcus Hicks 

Judith Hill 
Paul & Maureen Hofmann 

Laura Hollingsworth 
Kent Holliway 
David Holmes 
Matt Holmes 
Kevin Hood 

Nancy Hopkins 
Terry & Peggy Horton 

Keith Houghton 
Tyler Houston 
Lisa Hughes 
Amy Hume 

Christina Hursta 
Linda Ives 

Sondra Jackson Kellogg 
Kristi James 

Liberty Janson 
Christine Jaworsky 

Jens Jensen 
Mark Johnson 
Janet Johnson 
Eric Johnson 
Stacey Jones 

Marilyn Jones 
Nannette Jones 

David Jones 
Jaimie Jones 
Jolee Jones 

Nicole Joseph 
John Kahler 

Kate Kalstein 
Carl Kantner 

Blanche Kapushion 
Anjanette Keller 
Sondra Kellogg 

Emily Kelly 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy Kempster 
Amanda Kiel 

Jennifer Kirksey 
Jennifer Larsen 
Allison Lausten 
Koda Lawhorn 
Paige LeBlanc 

Debbie Lee 
Lois Leidich-Ross 

Tod Ley 
Adam Ley 

Bruce Lindsey 
John Litz 

Jennifer Livingston 
Ryan & Kelly Lucas 

Rafe Maestas 
Teresa Maguire 

Kim Mangle 
Jan Marquardt 

M Martinez Gomez 
Paige Maslow 
Peter Mason 

Dan & Michelle May 
Ruby Mayeda 
James McCabe 

Gillian McCarron 
Kelli Mcclure 

Zach McFarland 
Jeff McHenry  

Marilyn McMahon 
Harold & BJ Meadows 

Brittany Meglich 
Kristen Meier 
Sharon Metz 
Kent Micho 
Blair Miller 
Dana Miller 
Deb Miller 

Ashley Misiewicz 
Sheryl Mitchell 
Dean Moissakis 

Erin Moore 
James Moore 
Sheryl Murie 

Melissa Murphy 
Dave Muscianisi 
Michelle Myers 
Marlo Naumer 

Leonard Nelson 
Kari Newell 

David Newell 
Guy Nahmiach & Jane 

Newman 
Vince Nicoletti 
Roberta Nieto 

Carolyn Norblom 
Jennifer Noyes 
Sarah Ocasek 

Victoria Okeson 
Hailey Olson 

Catherine Olson 
Laurel Ostberg 

Steve Otto 
Jamie Overberg 
Caroline Owens 
Daniel  Palese 

Mike Pate 
Marcus & Jennifer Pennell 

 

Betty Perko 
Palmer Peterson 
Helen Peterson 

Joy Petitclerc 
Donald Petro 

Steven Phillips 
Linnea Pierson 
Joe Pierzchala 
Pete Pittman 
Roger Pool 
Cassy Poole 

Christina Powell 
Harold Pratt 

Jim & Marilyn Prichard 
Bill Pritchard 

Robert Proctor 
Daryll Propp 

B. Quaas 
Douglas Rankin 

Ann Rawson 
Mark Reinig 

Nancy Reisher 
Kyle & Traci Remley 
Jennifer Richardson 

Jennie Ridgley 
Mandy Rigg 

Bo & Tressa Riley 
Jenifer Ritzke 
Barbara Robb 

Sterling Robinson 
Michael Rockwell 

Ruth Rodgers 
Scott & Victoria  

Rommel 
Kimberly Rosene 

Judith Ross 
Jolene Runkel 
Rebecca Russo 
Ann Rutkofsky 

Heather Rutledge 
Kristina Sand 

Laurie Sanderson-Walcott 
Tawnya Sawyer 

Dan & Mary Scheppers 
Michelle Schiffbauer 

Cheri Schively 
Jurgen Schlieman 
Sandra Schmitzer 

Lisa Schrag 
Catherine Schramm 

Andrea Schulz 
Tom & Cheri Seeton 

Rebecca Sheagley 
Theresa Shelton 

Gerald Shin 
Sue Shucard 

Kelli Shuter Cessna 
Phyllis Sjogren 

Walt Slade 
Kathleen Sloan 

Anne Smith 
Jim Smith 

Daniel Snare 
Anthony & Bonnie Snelling 

Keith Snyder 
Glenn Snyder 
Heidi Snyder 

 
 
 
 
 

Christine Soto 
Holly Sprackling 

Nichole Srott 
Edwin & Mary  

Steinbrecher 
Barbara Steveson 
Maureen Stigall 

Claire Stigall 
Ian Stone 

Tamara Story 
Patricia Strong 

Meaghan Sullivan 
Christopher Sullivan 

Lorraine Sullivan 
Phil Sweeney 

Roxanne Swobada 
Amy Terry 

Christopher Thiry 
Matthew Thomas 

Josh & Kacey Timon 
Candace Tomlinson 

Gail Town 
Joyce Trivett  
Judy Turner 
Lorrie Tyner 

Valerie Valdez 
Teresa Van 

Danielle Varda 
Tim Vialpando 
Amber Vincent 
Dennis Wager 

Rod & Kim Wagner 
Pat Wall 

Matt Walsh 
Jamie Walter 

Tammy Weatherly 
Thomas Weber 

Jonathan Weimer 
Bret Weimer 

Tammy Weiser 
Robert & Kathy Weiss 

Cheryl Werner 
Abigail Whetstone 

Ben & Sarah Whitney 
Barry & Sharon Wiebe 

Sheryl Wight 
Kelly Wilhelm 

Catherine Wilkens 
Jennifer Wilkinson 

Julie Williams 
Shirley Williams 

Steven Williamson 
Beverly Wilson 

Richard & Kathryn  
Winner 

Tara Winward 
Shelby Winzent 

Rick & Michelle Winzent 
Derek Winzent 

Linda Wood 
Marilyn Wood 
Annette Wright 
Francie Wyatt 
Ivan Yanasak 

Marsha Young 
Kathleen Zachman 

Doug & Amy Ziegler 
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Greetings from the Outdoor Labs!  
 
 

          As the snow finally melts and another school year comes to an end, we would like to take the 

opportunity to reflect on successes and growth, as well as what the future looks like for the  

Outdoor Lab program. There have been many changes to the program from new staff to many new 

middle schools, but sixth grade students continue to have the opportunity to spend a whole week 

at Outdoor Lab. 
 

          One of the greatest accomplishments for the program has been the collaboration between 

both sites to create the same experience for students at Mt. Evans and Windy Peak. Our work  

towards making this happen included staff from both sites attending an outdoor education  

conference in New Hampshire this past February. While it may not seem appealing to travel to the 

far Northeast that time of year, the learning and bonding within the program far outweighed the 

risk of frost bite we faced. Both sites also meet regularly within the boundaries of our own beautiful 

state to discuss and plan our vision for One Program: Two Sites. This is ever important as we  

experience the transition of Outdoor Lab from elementary to middle schools. 
 

          While at certain times challenging, the transition from elementary to middle schools overall 

was highly successful. This was evident in the positive, and for many students, life-changing  

impact we witnessed in ~6,000 sixth grade students. We were also impressed with the adaptability 

of middle school teachers and administrators. Their support and eagerness to join the Outdoor Lab 

world is abundant and the new relationships created with our middle schools are exciting! 
 

          As we look forward, there are many things we would love to share about the future of the  

program, but for the sake of room on this page, we will share just a couple. A big change to our 

program is the addition of a new position- the Outdoor Lab High School Leader Coordinator. Jason 

Dewar joins our team and will lead the charge in recruiting and retaining high school leaders.  

Historically, the Outdoor Lab program has struggled to recruit and retain leaders, which are  

essential for supervision and instruction of sixth grade students. This new position for us will truly 

take the program to a new level of excellence and ensure we are fully staffed and ready for every 

sixth grade student that steps off the yellow buses each week. 
 

          We also have the greenhouses at each site fully constructed and ready to be used. While  

curriculum is still in progress, there is plenty of excitement and possibilities that surround the 

greenhouses. We plan to have these fully functioning next school year. We cannot be more  

thankful to all that donated money, time and effort to making this happen. 
 

          To close, it has been a busy but wonderful year at Outdoor Lab. We are forever grateful for 

everyone’s continued support. As we tell sixth grade students each week, nobody can do a week 

at Outdoor Lab alone, and this is true for us as well. We wish you all a fantastic summer! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Ryan Bazz & Robb Gneiser 

A Note from the  
Outdoor Lab School Principals 
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Outdoor Lab Foundation Leaders 

Staff 

Emily Kelly 
Administrative Coordinator 

Paige Brophy 
Deputy Executive Director 

Alex  
Campbell 

Vice President,  
Enduring  
Resources 

Michelle  
Winzent 

Co-Owner, 
Merkl’s  

Automotive  

Rod Wagner 
Partner, 

City Street  
Investors 

Josh Timon 
West Coast  

Channel  
Manager, 
RiskSense 

 

Barry Wiebe 
Founder and  

President, Avout 

Ritch  
Graham 

Marketing/
Athletics 

Mary Runkel 
    Marketing & Development  

Associate 

Board of Directors 

Brandon  
Friedman 

Assistant Vice 
President, First 

Bank 

Owen  
Barwell  

CFO,  
National  

Renewable  
Energy Lab 

Jens Jensen             
Litigation    
Attorney,  

Welborn Sulli-
van Meck & 
Tooley, P.C.  

Kathy Weiss 
Retired Jeffco  

Principal 

 

Robb Gneiser 
Windy Peak 
Outdoor Lab 

Principal 

Ryan Bazz  
Mount Evans  
Outdoor Lab  

Principal 

Guy  
Nahmiach     
Real Estate  

Broker, Nostalgic 
Homes 
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WE ARE 
Champions of experiential outdoor learning as a base for  

stewardship of oneself, others and the environment. 
 

WE BELIEVE  
Outdoor Lab creates the path of lifelong learning.  
      

OUR MISSION 
Inspire community support and advocate for the Outdoor Lab 

Schools. 
 

4 

Outdoor Lab 
Is a week-long residential experiential learning program that every sixth 

grade student in Jeffco attends in the Colorado wilderness. This 63-year 

old program has over 385,000 alumni and impacts 7,000 Jefferson  

County students each year.  

The Outdoor Lab Foundation 
Supports the Outdoor Lab Schools through advocacy, financial support 

and strategic projects, making the schools a leading national program 

that begins a lifetime of learning on the trails. 

About Outdoor Lab 

 

 

Ways to Make a Difference for Outdoor Lab 

Colorado Gives Day 
 

Each December, Coloradans join in a 
shared goal to come together and 
strengthen the community by helping 
power non-profits. Community First 
Foundation and FirstBank partner to 
make this day rewarding for givers, non-
profits and the community as a whole. 
 

This year’s impact was ASTOUNDING. 
On Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 172      
donors gave over $30,000 to the Outdoor 
Lab Foundation, joining the extraordinary 
movement of philanthropy of  in the state 
of Colorado. What made the difference 
this year? Twenty four percent of          
returning donors INCREASED their     
donation. This year’s funds continued 
advocacy in the community for the      
Outdoor Lab, supporting the program at 
its heart.  
 

Mark your calendars for Tuesday,        
December 10 to give back to Outdoor Lab 
on Colorado’s favorite giving day. Are 
you ready to join the movement? We can’t 
do it without YOU! 

Monthly Giving 
 

What can $5 a month do? Common answer: probably nothing. Our answer: ALWAYS something. We have 
raised $1,000 + this year thanks to the generosity of our $5 club members. Will you be a part of the movement 
to double it next year? $5 Club members receive discounts on events while having a sense of community 
around them as they are giving to Outdoor Lab. How many times a month do you spend $5 on something 
with so much impact? Next time you do, think of Outdoor Lab! Join the movement and make your mark in the 
$5 Club today!   

Spirit Wear 
 

Formally known as our gear program,  
Outdoor Lab Spirit Wear continues to be 
an extremely popular program for sixth 
grade families AND our high school   
leaders. Outdoor Lab spirit wear, worn 
by students, teachers, leaders and       
families, creates community awareness 
and support for Outdoor Lab.  
 
The ball cap was the latest and greatest 
addition this year, being popular both 
among students and adults. This year, the 
Outdoor Lab Foundation is excited to roll 
out a refreshed spirit wear design. Our 
spirit wear is only available as a gift with 
your donation. We had a very successful 
year, raising over $35,000. 

13 



 

 

 

2018-2019 Volunteers & Supporters 

We rely heavily on the support of our volunteers, who help with administrative work, doing tasks 

outside like building trails and planning events. Volunteers are the lifeblood to this program. 

Shauna Agard 

Sara Altman 

Kelyn Anker 

Blake Armitage 

Richard Armitage 

Elysabeth Ashe 

Maggie Bilger 

Chris Blakeslee 

Tarah Blazek 

Jason Dewar 

Taage Dressel-Martin 

Monica Dubois 

Ava Esposito 

Barbara Fuller 

Kristen Gentry 

Beth Henderson 

Dylan Hess 

Tyler Houston 

Jolee Jones 

Blanche Kapushion 

Ben Kusnetzky 

Jennifer Lick 

Bella Liffick 

Emily May 

Kacey Mellentine 

Katie Metzger 

Hailey Olson 

Grant O’Shea 

Gregory Over 

Abby Page 

Samantha Ripley 

Mary Scheppers 

Sue Shugard 

Jennie Siebenmorgen 

Evan Siebenmorgen 

Paige Sparkman 

Sandi Stocker 

Matthew Thomas 

Kristine Turner 

Janice Weimer 

Jonathan Weimer 

Katie Winner 
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Financial Overview 

2018-2019 Assets 
Unrestricted                                                   

Restricted                               

Endowments (Permanent Reserve)           

TOTAL                                                           

2018-2019 Income 
Income                                                          

Savings used for greenhouse                  

2018-2019 Expenses 
Local school support/ site support         

Fundraising                                                  

General & Administration                        

TOTAL                             

“On Monday, I wanted to go home. Now I want to 

stay forever!” -2019 Sixth Grade Student 

$ 402,939.21 

$ 414,531.76 

$ 32,778.41 

$850,249.38 

$ 836,504.14 

$ 74,355.49 

$ 693,660.94 

$ 186,281.00 

$ 30,917.70 

$ 910,859.64 
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“ Outdoor Lab is a place 
where you find out 

who you really are” 
   -Student, 2019 

3 



 

 

We  are creating the future 

together, every single day. And it’s 

wonderfully bright. 

“Oh my gosh, are you serious? That’s amazing! Thank 

you so much! Holy cow!” -Jeffco Middle School Principal 
 

The mission of the Outdoor Lab Foundation is to inspire 

community support and advocate for the Outdoor Lab 

program. Advocating at the program’s heart includes 

supporting local Jefferson County schools. This year, the 

Foundation sought student tuition support from outside 

funders at an inspiring pace. On Monday, April 15,  

$60,000 was delivered in the form of a surprise. Many 

principals and administrators had emotional reactions. 
 

This year was an especially important year to show our 

schools support- it’s the first full year many sixth grade 

students in Jefferson County were housed in the middle 

schools instead of elementary schools. This meant the 

middle schools were challenged to support students’ 

Outdoor Lab tuition for the first time. 
 

The Outdoor Lab Foundation is proud to support local 

schools through with tuition assistance. Because of YOU, 

local schools felt more supported than ever this year.  

The Outdoor Lab Foundation 

Hand-Delivers over $60,000 to 

Local Schools 

 2 
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Dear Outdoor Lab Supporters, Champions, Alumni and Family, 
 

 

Thank you. When I look back at this last fiscal year, and my past several years with the organization, I am 

humbled.  
 

My name is Paige and I was named the Deputy Executive Director of the Outdoor Lab Foundation in 

January 2019. Previously holding various marketing roles in the Foundation over the past two years, it was 

a true honor to be put at the helm of the organization. I am a product of Jefferson County Public Schools, 

attending Outdoor Lab as a sixth grade student with Prospect Valley Elementary. I graduated from Wheat 

Ridge High School and obtained a bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Media Communication from 

Colorado State University. My entrepreneurial spirit has been able to thrive at the Outdoor Lab 

Foundation and I cannot wait to carry that spirit with me in this new role. 
 

Looking back at accomplishments the Outdoor Lab Foundation has achieved and soared through, it truly 

is BECAUSE OF YOU and the village of champions that surrounds this program. Between awarding our 

first-ever high school leader scholarship, celebrating our biggest After Dark and giving over $400,000 back 

to local schools to support Outdoor Lab student tuition for F/R lunch families, I am in awe.  
 

Next year we look forward to continuing the lifelong trail Outdoor Lab leaves behind. We plan to cover 

half of all Jefferson County student’s tuition who cannot afford to attend Outdoor Lab, raising and 

providing $450,000 in Outdoor Lab tuition support. We challenge ourselves to give two more incredible, 

deserving, high school students a scholarship to use so they can continue on to higher education. We 

aspire to advocate on behalf of the Outdoor Lab schools in ways we never have before, finding sustainable 

strategic partnerships, not only in the community, but the country.  
 

Outdoor Lab needs our supporters, champions, alumni and family as we continue the sixth grade 

transition into our middle schools. Advocating on behalf of this program ensures the lifelong trail Outdoor 

Lab has left in Jefferson County continues for all students. Thank you for what you do every day for this 

program. Let’s advocate like we never have before this year.  

 

See you on the trail, 

 

 

 

Paige Brophy 

 

Envisioning the Future with Paige Brophy, 

Deputy Executive Director 
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Join us for the best celebration of the year... in DENVER!  
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